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Newsletter – April 2020 

Email: probus@pittwater.org.au  Website: www.probus.pittwater.org.au 
 

In accordance with Government Regulations regarding COVID-19, 
all Pittwater Probus activities are cancelled until we are advised 

that we can resume our normal Probus interests including our 
monthly meetings and outings. 

We will continue to produce and circulate our monthly Pittwater 
Probus Newsletter.  So please keep reading it to stay in touch. 

In the meantime, all Probus members and families please take 
utmost care during these difficult times.   

… Pittwater Probus Management Committee 
 

President’s Message 
Gentlemen, 

First, on behalf of all members, I would like to express sincerest thanks to John Porter for 
his term as our President.  A great job that was well done! 

We were fortunate in conducting our AGM during the March Meeting and installing the 
new committee before having to close down our club activities.  The new committee is 
already focused on ensuring our club continues to function although we have had to 
postpone our club activities over the coming months. 

Some time ago, when I was contemplating 
taking over the role of President of Pittwater 
Probus, I could never have imagined how 
drastically the surrounding circumstances 
would change.  The seemingly challenging 
health situation is virtually unprecedented, 
with the extent of closure of premises, 
borders, and even day to day activities.  That 
said, we clearly have to keep moving forward 
in anticipation of the forthcoming and 
inevitably brighter future. 

As you will see elsewhere in this newsletter, the intention is to keep our precious 
membership as fully informed as possible regarding activities and any developments that 
affect the club.  In the meantime, let us all take proper care of ourselves and our loved 
ones and eagerly anticipate the coming time when this cloud lifts and blows away. 

…. Paul Mascall 
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David Varley – Life Member 
David has diligently served as 
Club Treasurer continuously 
from 2001 and holds that 
position today.  Through 
David’s dedication to detail 
and his careful management of 
the club accounts, the club has 
maintained an unblemished 
financial record during his 
time as Treasurer.  
 

 

David Varley receiving his Life 
Membership Certificate from 2019 
President John Porter 

 
 

Changing of the Guard 
 

 
 

New President Paul Mascall receiving the Chain of Office from 
Past President John Porter. 
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Speaker’s Corner 

Gunter Schaule    “Bernhardt Otto Holtermann” 
Club Member Gunter Schaule, talked about 
Bernhardt Otto Holtermann who was an early 
successful gold miner, businessman, and 
politician in Australia.  

Holtermann’s greatest claim to fame was his 
association with the Holtermann Nugget, the 
largest gold specimen ever found, 59 inches 
(1.5 m) long, weighing 630 pounds (290 kg) in 
Hill End, near Bathurst, and with an estimated 
gold content of 3,000 troy ounces (93 kg).  

He was born in Hamburg, Germany and 
emigrated in 1858 to avoid Prussian military 
service, departing Liverpool aboard the 
ship Salem, reaching Melbourne in August 
after a journey lasting 101 days. He then 
moved to Sydney. (The population of Sydney 
at that time was just over 40,000). 

The California Gold Rush had just ended and gold diggers arrived in Australia. 
Holtermann had a series of jobs before he was invited to go to Hill End to try his hand at 
mining. He was unsuccessful at first but eventually the “Holtermann Nugget” was found 
in 1872 at Hill End. Then on October 26, 1872, the discovery of a lifetime was made. 
Holtermann, who was the mine manager at the time, was notified that an extremely rich 
mass of gold had been located. It was carefully brought to the surface under close 
supervision from Holtermann. He felt a strong personal attachment to this magnificent 
specimen, and offered to buy it from the Star of Hope Mining Company (of which he was 
only partial owner) for 1,000 British pounds over the estimated market value. His offer 
was declined and the specimen was sent off to be crushed and smelted along with other 
reef gold specimens recovered from the mine. Shortly after the amazing gold specimen 
was found, Holtermann resigned from his position as mine manager and returned to 
Sydney. 

He built a mansion in a St Leonards complete with a stained-glass window depicting 
himself and the nugget, invested his wealth, and pursued his favourite hobby, 
photography. he resided there until his death in 1885 and its site is now the Sydney 
Church of England Grammar School. In 1882, on his third try, Holtermann was elected to 
the New South Wales Legislative Assembly for St Leonards, which he served until his 
death. 

He died in Sydney, Australia on his birthday, 29 April 1885, of "cancer of the stomach, 
cirrhosis of the liver and dropsy", leaving a wife, three sons, and two daughters.   

His motto: “Determination, will power, courage and grit”. 

…Warwick Dalzell 
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Visit by Cyril Webb 
The 2020 Pittwater Probus Annual General Meeting had a very pleasant surprise visitor 
on the day, long term Life Member and former Past President Cyril Webb joined the 
meeting and was made most welcome by his many friends in the club. 

Cyril joined Pittwater Probus in 1984 and was Activities Officer from1992 to 1996, 
becoming Vice President in 1997 and President in 1998.  

 

 

Good to see an old friend. 

 

“I think we look pretty good for our age.” 
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Cyril Webb handing over some of the original Pittwater 

Probus records to Ron Seldon 
 

2020 Club Fees 

The Committee has agreed to hold the 
2020 Fees at $40.00 which are now due. 

Because of the current cessation of club 
activities, payment can only be made by 
direct deposit to the Pittwater Probus 
Bank Account. 

The banking details are: 

BSB:    062 211  
Account No:    00900956 

Please ensure you put you name in the Description/Reference Box and state “Fees”. 
 

Paying Back the National Debt! 
Chad is repaying a $100 million 

debt in cattle. 

The country will send Angola 
75,000 cows over 10 years. 



www.probus.pittwater.org.au   Private and Confidential for Pittwater Probus use 
                   only and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

Your Newsletter 
As Pittwater Probus members are aware, the Newsletter 
advises upcoming activities and reports on past functions, 
golf days, new members, minutes of meeting, etc. 

Because we will be postponing these activities for a 
period of time, the Newsletter will take on a slightly 
different format.  For example, commencing in this issue 
is the first of a series of activities you can engage in when 
you are “Self-Isolating”.  See the article below on 
“Kanopy” and give it a try.   

Club members are encouraged to share articles of interest 
with other members, and if you would like to include one in the Newsletter, please 
forward it to me at ron.seldon@bigpond.com    

… Ron Seldon 

Chin-Chin 

Shane Warne    “To The Rescue” 
Australian cricket legend Shane Warne has 
announced his gin distillery will start 
making hand sanitiser for hospitals amid 
the coronavirus crisis.  Shane and his 
business partners will halt production of 
their “SevenZeroEight” gin in order to focus 
on producing sanitiser. 

Wow, I never knew the process to make 
sanitiser is so similar to that of making gin! 

But good on Warney to help his country 
again, in its hour of need. 

I only hope the process is reversable when Australia is ready to enjoy a G+T again. 
 

Probus Golf 
Eight players enjoyed perfect conditions at Palm Beach golf 
course which was followed by lunch at Club Palm Beach. 

The best score was: 
20 points, Don Tinyou, Trophy and 2 golf balls. 
Runner up on 19 points, Graham Morley, 1 golf ball. 

Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, all Probus golf 
days are cancelled until we are given the all clear.  
Please check the club newsletter each month for 
when we can commence playing as a club again. 

.... Graham Morley, Golf Convener 
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Dear Members, 
During this period of necessary isolation, your Committee has reluctantly had to cancel 
all Pittwater Probus meetings and activities.  As you know the monthly meetings are an 
important time to catch up with Probus friends and hear if anyone is not well. 

Without the monthly meeting, it is easy to lose contact with our fellow members.  It is 
part of our club culture to extend friendship to each other and to look out for each other. 

What I ask all our members to do during this period of 
isolation, is from time to time check on members that, 
say, live near to you or you would normally be in 
contact with, to see if they are OK.  This should be done 
by phone or email if possible and not by personal visit. 

It is important that we maintain contact and if need be, 
help without endangering yourself.  Also please let me 
know if you become aware that a member is not well.  
You can ring me on 0437 274 074. 

During the coming months, we will endeavour to bring 
you updates on how our members are faring in the Newsletter which will also be a source 
of information regarding the impact of the current situation on our club. 

Please take extra care during this difficult time.    

… Geoff Sheppard, Welfare Officer 
 

Saluti! 
With the increasing variety of boutique beers available these days, it is 

nice to enjoy one of the industry legends.  Viva Italia! 

Peroni was founded in 1864 by Francesco Peroni in Vigevano, a 
small town near Genova in the region of Lombardia, where the 
surrounding mountains offered an abundance of ice and glacial 
water.  It was the perfect ingredient for creating a clean, 
refreshing brew.  In 1864 the company moved its HQ to its 
current home in Rome and since then, it has become one of 
the world’s favourite lagers.  

Current day Master Brewer, Roberto Cavalli follows in the 
footsteps of his father and grandfather.   “I belong to the third 
generation of my family working for Peroni; it’s in my genes,” 
he says.  “The process used is the same as day one of the first 
Peroni lager that was brewed.  The only changes are in the 
automation and consistency of process control.” 

… Vintage Cellars 
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Self-Isolating?  Stuck Indoors? 

“Do try this at home” 
Kanopy 

 Kanopy is an on-demand film streaming service that provides access to over 30,000 
films including classic Australian, independent and world movies and documentaries. 

 Kanopy partners with Mona Vale library to bring you ad-free films and series that can 
be enjoyed on your TV, mobile phone, tablet and online.  

 If you are a member of Mona Vale or any Northern Beaches Council library, you can 
start watching by signing up with a valid library card number and PIN/password.   

Getting started 
 Go to Northern Beaches Council Library's Kanopy site:        

https://northernbeaches.kanopy.com/ 

 Select 'Add a Library Card' and enter your library card number and PIN. Please note that 
you will need a complete library membership number to log in. Sign up with your 
name, email and a password. 

 Kanopy will send you a verification email which will ask you to verify your email.  

 Your account set up is complete and you can begin watching films. 

 Library members can watch up to five films per month. Once you press play on a film, 
you have three days to view it as many times as you want.  

Kanopy Choices 
 Movies, documentaries, foreign films, classic cinema, independent films and 

educational videos. 

… and there’s more … 
 

 

What to do in self-isolation: Number 1 

 

Self-isolation can change our way of life. Here are 
some ideas to fill the new spaces in our lives that a 
lockdown can impose on us. During the time when 
we have no member meetings and get togethers, 
our newsletter will introduce activities that may 

help fill any new spare time. 
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A surprising find is lynda.com 
 This is a well-established educational site offering lectures on a variety of subjects. 

 Lynda.com is a leading online learning platform that helps anyone learn technology and 
creative skills to achieve personal goals with top-quality courses taught by recognised 
industry experts. 

 Lynda is normally $40 per month but using Kanopy it’s free. You can sign up to multiple 
courses at once and complete a course in your own time. 

 Have fun learning something that will also renew your learning ability and fill in hours 
without you noticing. 

… Michael Mannington 
 

New Members 

Chris Guy  

Chris spent 43 years in local government starting off as a 
Building Inspector/Surveyor and later was the Town Planning 
leader of DA assessment at Willoughby City Council.  

Chris is now retired and in his spare time is a Master with 
Marine Rescue NSW at Broken Bay, a volunteer guide at the 
Australian National Maritime Museum and enjoys a good long 
bike ride for exercise.  

Chris grew up in Narrabeen and now lives at Mona Vale with 
his wife Bernardine.  They have four children and six 
grandchildren. 
Chris, welcome to Pittwater Probus 

 

 

Reg Chasney 
Reg lived in East London, Essex and went to a grammar school 
in Walthamstow until WW2.  He then worked in his father’s 
shop until joining the RAF from 1941 to 1947.    

After instructing for while in Canada, Reg finished up in Java 
via Europe.   He flew a lot of very good aeroplanes in the RAF, 
Harvards, Mosquitos, Spitfires, Lancashires, Lysanders.  DC3s 
with British Airways and Constellations and Boeings with 
Qantas.  Reg still has a share in a hot sailplane.      

Reg lived in Neutral Bay until moving to Ingleside with his lady 
- with enough land to now keep him very busy. 

Reg, welcome to Pittwater Probus. 
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Minutes of Pittwater Probus Inc. 
Meeting 10th March, 2020.  Commenced at 10 00 am. 
 Meeting opened by President John Porter. 
 41 members and 1 guest. 
Apologies Peter Squires, John Hammond, John Collins, John Harston, Barrie Alexander, Peter 

Mayman, Roman Zwolenski, Cliff Dunn, Bill Marshall, Warwick Newland, Gordon 
Crow, John Crawford, Don Orth. 

Inductions Chris Guy, Reg Chasney. 
AGM The General Meeting was suspended for the 39th Annual General Meeting, chaired 

by David Taylor.  After the AGM, the General Meeting was resumed by Paul 
Mascall, the 2020 President. 

Minutes Minutes of the February 2020 meeting were published in the February 
Newsletter.  Taken as read.  Mvd. John Porter, 2nd Ron Seldon, carried. 

Correspondence Mona Vale Golf Club, Probus South Pacific Limited. 
Treasurer’s Report Presented by David Varley. 

Balance at 31/1/2020, $5,766.06 
Receipts: Christmas Lunch $100.00, HARS $150.00, Morning Tea $186.00.  Total 
$436.00.  
Payments: Morning Teas (2 months) $240.00, Admin. $201.46, Badges $11.00, 
Capitation Fee $50.00.  Total $502.46.   
Balance at 29/2/2020, $5,699.60. Mvd. Ron Seldon, 2nd Geoff Sheppard, carried. 

Birthdays Bryan Inch, Barry Faulkner, Bill Marshall, Roman Zwolenski, Brian Johnstone, Bill 
Sivyer. 

Welfare & New 
Members Report 

Geoff Sheppard advised 1 member ill.  

Activities John Porter: Pittwater cruise rescheduled to April/May. BBQ 25th March.  16th April 
Lunch at ”Urban Tadka”.     

Functions Mid-year lunch 25th June 2020, at Pittwater RSL.  
Newsletter Warwick Dalzell welcomed Ron Seldon as the new Editor. 
Golf Bill Sherman won the February game, a record 3 wins in a row.  Graham Morley 

was runner-up.  The next game at Palm Beach is on Friday March 13th at 10 00 am. 
Investment Group Arthur Napper:  A new portfolio was set up last Wednesday and there was a 

discussion about the impact that drought, bushfires, floods and the virus are 
having on the economy. All members are welcome to join the Group.     

General Business Thanks to John Harston for his work on the committee.  Bill Sherman and Paul 
Mascall were presented with a bottle of wine each for their efforts in putting 
together the HARS trip. 

Speakers Wes Harder has organised the following speakers: April Ken Plumb – Tibet, John 
Rourke – Dentistry.  May CPR Demonstration, Brian Kennedy - TBA.   

5 Minute Speaker Nil due to AGM. 
Speaker After coffee, Gunter Schaule gave an enlightening and interesting talk on the life 

of Bernhardt Otto Holtermann.   
Next Meeting 14th April 2020.  Commencing at 10 00 am. 

   Meeting Closed at 11 45 am.   
Signed as a correct record. 

Office Bearers for 2020 
President Paul Mascall 

0415 920 287 
Activities & Functions 
Officer 

John Porter 
9997 3019 

Vice President John Chubb 
9997 3491 

Newsletter Editor Ron Seldon 
9918 0677 

Secretary Bryan Inch 
0423 379 194 

Speaker Organiser Wes Harder 
9997 3303 

Treasurer David Varley 
9918 7154 

Registrar Trevor Stephens 
9918 2138 

Welfare Officer Geoff Sheppard 
0437 274 074 

Past President  
(Ex-Officio) 

John Porter 
9997 3019 

 


