Newsletter – March 2020
Email: probus@pittwater.org.au

Website: www.probus.pittwater.org.au

President’s Message
Gentlemen,
This is the last time that I will receive a reminder email from the editor and thus the last
time for me to present the President’s Message.
I have spoken of my thanks to the committee for its support over the past year and in
making this a very memorable and fulfilling year for me. I have also spoken of the
success we have had in attracting new members, our position in the Probus family on
the Northern Beaches and my certainty that this will continue under our incoming
committee.
Welcome Paul!
I would like to conclude my year by
addressing a somewhat
controversial matter and one of
concern to me – climate change.
My professional background was in
industrial air quality and in that
context, we were looking at climate
change over 35 years ago – but not
quite sure where it would lead. It
is here; it is happening and even
some of the most ardent deniers
are at least accepting it as the
reality – for a variety of reasons
and not all of them scientific.
The past few years have been indicators of what can happen in the short term in
Australia, with this past year being a real wake up call. We will never know the longerterm effects of climate change on our society, our country or our world but our
descendants will.
What contribution can or should we make both personally and as a country. It has been
said that our involvement in recent world conflicts made no difference to the outcome,
but our small contribution provided an enormous amount of moral support and
justification to those whom we co-operate with. Is it the same with climate change?
After all we only contribute about 1.5% of CO2 to global warming. Can we make a
difference? We all have our own opinions, but here are some of mine:
Coal as a base source of power in Australia is in steady but inevitable decline. The major
NSW power stations (around 8,000 mW) have not much more that 10 - 15 years in them
(Liddell is well on its way out in the next few years) and there is no plan I know of to

www.probus.pittwater.org.au

Private and Confidential for Pittwater Probus use
only and is not to be used for any other purpose.

replace that amount of on-demand power. Neither industry, the financial sector or, I
believe, any government is likely to support coal fired replacements.
The end of the coal industry? No. We still need coal as a feedstock in industry
(metallurgical coal) and if it is going to be burnt in boilers around the world, it may as
well be Australian as it is less polluting than just about any other coal source.
Acceptable to our society? I don’t know.
Renewables? Still a very long way to go but progressing at an amazing rate.
Will we have nuclear? We should look at all options and it has much to offer, but a
political death sentence.
New technology? So promising, but still on a 10 – 20-year horizon.
Worth thinking about.
As for me – we have solar panels (no batteries), solar hot water and water tanks for nonpotable use. But I did not buy an electric car as it did not stack up financially. Not an
environmentally responsible decision!
Thank you for your support over the past year.

…. John Porter

February Speaker’s Corner
Bill Sivyer “Woolloomooloo in the 1970s”
Bill took ownership and management of a
Wine Bar and Restaurant in Woolloomooloo
called ‘Sorens’. This was during the
controversial ‘Green Ban’ on all
development in and around Kings Cross.
The building unions in the early 1970s in
Sydney imposed ‘green bans’ i.e. a ban on
demolition or building work in support of an
issue of heritage and/or environment.
During Bill’s time rumours of police
corruption were rife and he mentioned
some of the characters who lived in the
area.
Juanita Joan Nielsen was an Australian newspaper owner, journalist and heiress, who
was notable for her activism for urban conservation and community issues–particularly
anti-development campaigns. She disappeared in Kings Cross, Sydney in early July, 1975.
Abe Saffron who corrupted or blackmailed anyone he needed including the disgraced
NSW Premier Sir Robert Askin, judges, and that constant of organised crime at the time,
the NSW Police Force, starting with its commissioner.
"Big Jim" Anderson was a prominent figure in the Sydney underworld in the 1960s and
1970s. he was known for his fearsome temper and was reviled by former associates
after he turned police informer in the 1980s.
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One of the people involved in the death was Frank Theeman, a property developer. In
1994 the Commonwealth Parliamentary Joint Committee on the National Crime
Authority, which investigated the affairs of James McCartney Anderson (Big Jim ) noted
that Theeman had paid a substantial sum to Anderson, shortly before Nielsen’s
disappearance.
Of course, it wasn't all gangsters, there were the brothels like ‘A Touch of Class’ – or ‘the
Toucha’ – in inner-city Surry Hills has been providing services to Sydneysiders and
travellers from around the world for almost 50 years.
There were many famous visitors to Sorens, like Gough Whitlam and Cassius Clay. Clay
paid for his group providing there was no alcohol served. On a number of occasions Bill
was accosted by some of the locals and on one occasion was himself charged with
'assault and battery'.
Bill moved from the wilds of ‘W’ to the more peaceful confines of The Entrance.
Near Sydney Town there's a place of renown,
Which is well known to you, it's called Woolloomooloo,
It's easy to say, I know very well,
But Woolloomooloo is not easy to spell.
Double U double O double L double O M double O L double O
Now make that a feature, and I'll be the teacher,

…. Warwick Dalzell

March 2020 Speaker
Gunter Schaule “Bernhardt Otto Holtermann”
Club Member Gunter Schaule, will talk about
Bernhardt Otto Holtermann who was an early
successful gold miner, businessman, and politician
in Australia.
Holtermann’s greatest claim to fame was his
association with the Holtermann Nugget, the
largest gold specimen ever found, 59 inches
(1.5 m) long, weighing 630 pounds (290 kg) in Hill
End, near Bathurst, and with an estimated gold
content of 3,000 troy ounces (93 kg).
Holtermann was born in Hamburg, Germany. He
emigrated in 1858 to avoid Prussian military
service, departing Liverpool aboard the
ship Salem and reached Melbourne in August
after a journey lasting 101 days.

March 2020 - 5 Minute Speaker
Because of the Probus Club of Pittwater Inc. 39th Annual General Meeting there will be no
5 Minute Speaker in March.
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April 2020 Speaker
Ken Plumb “Across Tibet - 1980”
In 1980, club member Ken Plumb was
invited to a conference in Beijing on
the Tibetan Plateau, followed by a field
trip across Tibet from Lhasa to
Kathmandu. At that time Tibet was
closed to most foreigners. The Tibetan
people and their religion were
suppressed by the Chinese and there
was widespread destruction during the
Cultural Revolution, less than 10 years
before. Do not miss another captivating account by Ken of his many travels to this
exciting part of the world in the 80s.

April 2020 5 Minute Speaker
John Rourke “A Bridge Too Far?”
Club member John Rourke will talk about “Digital Dentistry - A
Bridge Too Far?” John will describe with videos the use of highly
sophisticated cameras to generate a 3D image of teeth which is
then used to mill porcelain for the construction of dental crowns
and bridges.

2020 Club Fees
The 2020 Pittwater Probus Club Fees will become due on April 1, 2020.
The Committee has agreed to hold the 2020 Fees at $40.00.
Club Members can pay by:




Cash to the Treasurer,
Cheque made out to Pittwater
Probus, or
Direct deposit to the Pittwater
Probus Bank Account

If you decide to pay direct, the Pittwater
Probus banking details are:
BSB: 062 211
Account No: 00900956
Please ensure you put you name in the Description/Reference Box and state “Fees”.
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Bill Sherman
In the third of the series on the outstanding careers of Pittwater Probus Members, we focus on
Bill Sherman’s wide-ranging ventures commencing with his early arrival in Australia.
In 1969, I and my wife Gill did something that can only be described as dumb. We paid 10
pounds, boarded a BOAC 707 and 33 hours later, with two kids, no money and no job,
landed in Australia.
The first priority was, of course, a job. Fortunately, I had an introduction that turned into
gold, having been told to ring a certain number when I got to Sydney and a chap named Jim
Vernon would look after me.
Jim Vernon turned out to be Sir James Vernon, Chief Executive of CSR, then the second
biggest company in Australia after BHP. He gave me a cup of tea and a few days later a job
offer at a salary significantly better than the one I had in the UK.
The next priority was somewhere to live. Three weeks in a Migrant Hostel at Lindfield was
more than enough and was replaced with a nice new rented unit just up from Mona Vale
Golf Club. Sun and surf no less.
Then a car. With no money it had to be on HP but one could not get a loan without a credit
rating! An old family friend in Melbourne kindly stood guarantor for that and since we were
now credit worthy, we were then free to go and buy Sydney on credit.
A job, a house, a car and a quite a few debts…. All set to rock and roll.
The years rolled by and a career in corporate public relations and advertising followed.
Importantly, in 1984, with Gill, I set up a consultancy business which by the mid 90’s
employed some 40+ people. I also served time as President of the Public Relations Institute
of Australia (NSW), becoming a Life Fellow, and co-authored “The Australia and New
Zealand Public Relations Manual” which remains the standard textbook on public relations
in colleges throughout Oz.
However, by the mid 90’s, deciding the business had
peaked and that it was time to sell, I rang a contact
who immediately said yes and six weeks later I was
unemployed.
The decision was influenced by the death of son,
Andrew, in a surf accident. Andrew worked in the
business and was and is sorely missed both
personally and professionally.
At the time I was heavily involved in yachting
administration, first as a director and then a Flag
Officer of the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia so my
first few months of unemployment were pretty
busy. As CYCA Vice Commodore I had Board
responsibility for the Club’s sailing activities which
that year included the 50th Sydney Hobart Yacht
Race when a massive fleet of 371 boats set off for
Hobart, including my boat ‘Patience’ amongst them.
That was my 3rd Hobart race and last.
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Gill and I decided that our next step would be to move out of Paddington and down to the
Southern Highlands. We were in the middle of building a weekender there, on a 40-acre
block so, with a couple of additions, that became our prime residence for the next 20 years.
Having taken early retirement, the next question became how to keep active. No problem.
Apart from playing at farming I took up golf, joined the Committee of the Southern
Highlands Computer Users Group, continued my pottery, joined Probus and got heavily
involved in competitive target shooting.
The later lead to becoming President of Bowral Pistol Club and the Southern Highlands
Branch of the Sporting Shooters Association. I was able to shoot in USA and New Zealand
representing Australia in black powder cartridge rifle shooting and was Secretary/Treasurer
of the Buffalo Rifle Association of Australia for nine years.

“Imagine a Sherman dining with Confederates”
I have been a dedicated potter for many years starting with some seven years of evening
classes at East Sydney Tech, now the National Art College, in Surry Hills. It was easy to carry
on with this as Mittagong is home to Sturt, arguably the best non-government art school in
Australia, with a superb pottery facility.
Moss Vale Probus for some reason is the Club that all Bowral Golf Club members join so I
became an active member and President in 2009. Gill meanwhile was dedicated to her
horses and developing skill as a dressage rider. Indeed, it was when her last horse had to be
put down that we decided that it was time to sell the farm and head back to the smoke –
Mona Vale.
On reflection “It was pretty risky to emigrate those 50 years ago, but it turned out to be the
best decision we ever made. It’s been a lot of fun. Australia has been very good to us”.
… Bill Sherman
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Up, Up and Away!
24 Club Member recently took to the skies, figuratively speaking off course. We actually
took the bus to the Historical Aviation Restoration Society at Albion Park. All under the skills
of Bus Driver Bill Sherman, Navigator Gill Sherman and Bus Captain Paul Mascall.
This was followed by an overnight stay in Bowral before visiting the Railway Museum in
Thirlmere.

Club member Michael Mannington recorded the highlights of the trip with his
magnificent photos. Review them all on the Probus website. Click on the link below:
https://probus.pittwater.org.au/photo-gallery/

Trivia Night
Sadly, the much-awaited Trivia Night had to be cancelled due to lack of
quiz contenders.
Never mind, Bill Sherman will be back on another date and we will again
establish who are the smartest in the club!!
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2019 Financial Report

PROBUS CLUB OF PITTWATER INC.
RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS STATEMENT AS AT 29 FEBRUARY 2020
RECEIPTS

2018/2019

2019/2020

2,870.00

3,160.00

Joining Fee

260.00

255.00

Luncheons

3,900.00

3,748.00

Morning Tea

1,647.50

2,046.90

Outings

2,843.00

2,870.00

--

200.00

$11,520.50

$12,279.90

1,440.00

1,440.00

Administration

979.64

630.22

Probus Supplies

300.00

--

Name Badges

202.92

201.00

P.O. Box Rental

127.00

130.00

1,012.50

1,569.00

State Taxes

45.00

46.00

Donations

250.00

250.00

Outings

2,815.98

1,949.15

Lunches

4,079.41

3,979.25

$11,252.45

$10,194.62

268.05

2,085.28

B/Forward

3,346.27

3,614.32

BALANCE

$3,614.32

$5,699.60

Subscriptions

Donations
Total Receipts
PAYMENTS
Morning Tea

Ins. & Capitation Fees

Total Payments
Deficiency/Excess

www.probus.pittwater.org.au

Private and Confidential for Pittwater Probus use
only and is not to be used for any other purpose.

2019 Balance Sheet & Auditor’s Opinion

PROBUS CLUB OF PITTWATER INC.
BALANCE SHEET AS AT 29 FEBRUARY 2020
ASSETS
Cash at Bank

$5,699.60

LIABILITIES
Nil
Cash Funds as at 29/2/2020

$5,699.60

The attached Receipts and Payments Statement and Balance Sheet have been prepared
in accordance with the requirements of the Association’s Incorporation Act. The
Statements are prepared on a cash basis of the Probus Club of Pittwater Inc. when items
are brought to account as money is received or paid.
David H. Varley
Hon. Treasurer
29 February 2020
(Original signed)
AUDIT OPINION
In my opinion the attached Receipts and Payments Statement and Balance Sheet
present fairly the position of the Probus Club of Pittwater Inc. as at 29 February 2020
and its receipts and payments for the year ended.
Arthur Napper FIPA
Hon. Auditor
29 February 2020
(Original signed)

Sail Away
As we go to press it is all aboard for a
relaxing day cruising around the beautiful
waters of Pittwater followed by a fish and
chips lunch at Club Palm Beach. The date is
Thursday 5th March 2020. The cost is $25 per
head. Meet at the Palm Beach Wharf at 10
45 am for boarding Fantasea at 11 00 am.
Depending on the weather, a notice will be
sent to members late Wednesday advising if
the cruise is still on.
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Upcoming Probus Activities
 With the last BBQ being such a success, we planning another one! It is on
Wednesday 25th March 2020 commencing at 5 00pm. Cost $5 per head.
Usual place, Winnererremy Bay, Mona Vale.
 In April, it is time for a special lunch. This will be at
the Urban Tadka Indian Restaurant in the Edo Arts
Centre on Mona Vale Road Terry Hills on Thursday
16th April 2020. More details in April Newsletter.
 25th June 2020 is the date of the Probus mid-year lunch which will be at
Pittwater RSL Club. Join fellow Pittwater Probus friends for good fun and a
hearty lunch. Cost is $42.50 per head for a 2-course meal, wide selection. Buy
your own drinks. Meet at 12 noon.

Probus Golf
The course was in great shape after the
rain, and eight keen golfers enjoyed a
pleasant round. Bill Sherman continued
his winning form by playing steady golf,
scoring 18 stableford points to take out
the trophy and 2 golf balls. Bill is now
the record holder of the ownership of
the trophy which will cover 3 months
until the next player wins it.
Graham Morley was runner up 17
stableford points. One golf ball.
Come along and try your “luck” next
Friday 13th March for a 10am hit off
followed by lunch at Club Palm Beach.
Good views and good company
guaranteed.
.... Graham Morley, Golf Convener

Minutes of Pittwater Probus Inc.
Meeting
Apologies
Inductions

11th February, 2020. Commenced at 10 00 am.
Meeting opened by President John Porter.
47 members and 4 guests.
Ed Koeppen, Richard Trevitt, Alan Bolton, Peter Squires, Martin Bullock, John
Ewing, Bryan Pritchard, Fred Murray-Walker.
None.
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Minutes
Correspondence
Treasurer’s Report

Birthdays
Welfare & New
Members Report
Activities

Functions
Newsletter
Golf
Investment Group
General Business
Speakers
5 Minute Speaker
Speaker
Next Meeting

Minutes of the January 2020 meeting were published in the January Newsletter.
Taken as read. Mvd. Bryan Inch, 2nd Geoff Sheppard, carried.
PSPL Capitation Fees.
Presented by David Varley.
Balance at 31/12/2019, $4,881.33
Receipts: Morning Tea $170.00, Subs $40.00, Badge $20.00, HARS outing $950.00.
Total $1,180.00.
Payments: Admin. $26.27, Badges $19.00, Donation $250.00. Total $295.27.
Balance at 31/1/2020, $5,766.06.
Mvd. John Owens, 2nd Bryan Inch, carried.
Barry Edmonds, Bruce Gorringe, Barry Dunn, Bryan Pritchard, Bill Sherman, Geoff
Sheppard, Gary Birch, John Chubb.
Geoff Sheppard contacted non-attending members. Everyone is well.
John Porter: Feb. Premiers Concert 13th, Trivia Night 17th has been cancelled, HARS
trip 25th. Paul Mascall asked that people on the trip check the Café Connie menu
and order ahead for catering purposes. March: Pittwater Cruise 5th and BBQ 25th
at $5 per head. April: Lunch at ”Urban Tadka”. All activities on our website and in
the Newsletter.
Bill Sivyer is finalising a mid-year lunch 25th June 2020, at Pittwater RSL.
Newsletter circulated Wednesday February 5th.
The first game of the year was cancelled because of rain. The next game at Palm
Beach is on Friday February 14th at 10 00 am.
Arthur Napper: At the last meeting there was a review of the market and
portfolio. Next meeting will look at the new banks and a new portfolio. All
members are welcome to join the Group.
John Porter spoke on his year as President.
Wes Harder has organised the following speakers: March Gunter Schaule – Gold
Nugget. No short speaker because of the AGM. April CPR Demonstration. John
Rourke - Dentistry.
Warwick Dalzell provided an interesting and entertaining glimpse into his early life
in Newtownards, Northern Ireland.
After coffee, Bill Sivyer talked about Woolloomooloo and King’s Cross in the 70s.
This was an interesting insight into life around the inner Eastern Suburbs, the
characters, personalities and the perils of running a popular wine bar at that time.
10th March 2020. Commencing at 10 00 am.
Meeting Closed at 12 10 pm.
Signed as a correct record.

Office Bearers for 2019
President
Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Welfare Officer
Golf Convener

John Porter
9997 3019
Paul Mascall
0415 920 287
Bryan Inch
0423 379 194
David Varley
9918 7154
Geoff Sheppard
0437 274 074
Graham Morley
0407 217 248
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Activities Officer

John Harston
9940 0446

Functions Organiser
Speaker Organiser
Newsletter Editor
Assistant Editor
Registrar

Wes Harder
9997 3303
Warwick Dalzell
9997 4518
Ron Seldon
9918 0677
Trevor Stephens
9918 2138
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