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Newsletter – May 2020 

Email: probus@pittwater.org.au  Website: www.probus.pittwater.org.au 
 

President’s Message 
Gentlemen, 

Greetings to all Pittwater Probus members!  Well, here we are once again facing another 
month that will not include our regular get-together.  Thank goodness we have the 
facility of our newsletter – plus our phones and email connections, so we can stay in 
touch.  While the virus situation is still going on, there are signs beginning to emerge that 
indicate improvement is on the way.  Meanwhile the stay-at-home rule remains for the 
time being. 

While the “lock-down” requirement can be challenging, it is great to see many examples 
of good attitudes and behaviour throughout our country.  Yes, there have been some 
examples of poor behaviour, but in general people are displaying friendliness and 
kindness towards each other.  We are all clearly experiencing the difficulties of the 
present circumstances and it is great to witness the understanding and friendship that 
has developed. 

Globally, one 
outstanding example 
of the good that is on 
display is that of 
Captain Tom Moore, a 
99-year old war 
veteran in the UK who 
undertook to make a 
long one-hundred lap 
walk around his garden 
to raise money to aid 
health services.  He 
started off with a 

modest donation target of GBP1000 and has now passed GBP23million!  There is now a 
strong promotion of the idea that he should be knighted on his up-coming 100th 
birthday. 

In conclusion, please stay safe and well – you, your partners, family, and friends.  Enjoy 
Fun, Friendship, and Fellowship whenever possible with them.  We all look forward to 
meeting again, sometime in the next few months. 

…. Paul Mascall 
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Geoff Richards 
In the fourth of our series on the amazing lives of our Pittwater Probus 
Members, this month we read Geoff Richard’s story.  Geoff describes, 
with all his inimitable story-telling charm, his early arrival into Sydney.  

Little did I know at that stage, sitting in the departure lounge of TAA in Melbourne, that the 
flight I was about to take to Sydney was to change my life forever! 

I had taken a position with Nicholas Pty Ltd, the makers of Aspro, Akta Vite, Penta Vite and 
other brands, as a Sales Representative.  On arrival at Mascot, I was met by the State 
Manager who took me to my “digs” for the next few weeks in Ben Boyd, Neutral Bay.  A 
rundown two storey Federation House, posing as a Boarding House.  I discovered that the 
Hayes Street Ferry left from the end of the street for Circular Quay.  So, I decided to take a 
ferry trip there and then.  Crossing the Harbour at night was truly enthralling for someone 
like me, who spent most of my 22 years in conservative Melbourne.  There before me was 
the profile of the city buildings, all lit up, with the magnificent structure of the Harbour 
Bridge virtually taking my breath away. 

In a way it still does to this day! 

Disembarking, I walked the streets noticing the building construction to replace many of the 
old sandstone buildings.  Also, I thought it wise to find the where the “Company” office was 
located in Clarence Street, where I was to report the following morning at 8 45 am. 

On arriving the next day, I was told by the Manager to meet the Supervisor at Narrabeen 
where he would show me what to do!  Narrabeen?  It could have been anywhere between 
Sydney and Bourke for all I knew, but somehow, I eventually found it and him. 

After a few calls and noticing that it was about 12 30 pm, he said “Around this time I usually 
grab a couple of sandwiches and sit on the beach!” Now saying this to a Melburnian in the 
middle of a July winter, you would reckon that he had to be “Crackers!”  But we did.  With 
suit coats off and ties loosened.  It was clear day with the sun shining highlighting the foam 
as the waves rolled in.  Where had I been all my life?  This was the first change that began 
to pull me away from my old town. 

The next one came about a month later.  After a sales meeting that we had in the Clarence 
Street office, we would head down to a small hotel at the end of Margaret and Napoleon 
Streets for a beer or two.  This was when 6 o’clock closing was a way of life in New South 
Wales.  At this time, I had “teamed up “with another Sales Rep, who was from “Bleak City”, 
with a view of sharing the cost of a flat.  On this Friday afternoon, when “time” was called, 
one of the more experienced Reps made an attractive offer to the two of us.  “If you two 
are interested in extending your drinking time, you could follow me out to the Newport 
Hotel, which takes about 1 hour, and by that time the bar will have reopened.”  Wow!  We 
could not refuse! 

When we arrived and parked our company cars, we followed the senior Rep to the Beer 
Garden.  “Hang on” I said, “It will be too cold out there.”  “No worries” he said.  And he was 
right, for through the trees and plants of a subtropical garden stood an undercover bar with 
a blazing brazier giving off enough heat to overwhelm the cooler night air from outside.  
This was my second “Where have I been … moment”.  And with each “moment” I was 
getting further away from my home town. 
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Eventually the friend I mentioned earlier and I rented a flat in Prince Alfred Parade, 
Newport right on the “edge of Pittwater”.  Yes, another “moment”! 

Over the next 18 months I had the pleasure to travel through NSW and Southern 
Queensland representing Nicholas Pty Ltd until I was offered the position of the sole Rep for 
Tasmania based in Hobart.  My flat mate, called Ian Murray, not the sailor, drew the long 
straw.  He got the Manager’s job running the Company’s factory and branch in Djakarta, 
Indonesia.  I enjoyed my time in Tasmania, a truly beautiful island where I rented a house 
(really more like a cabin), half way up Mount Wellington called Finger Post Track, the 
Walking Trail to the Summit!   

Around the middle of 1964, I was posted back to Sydney and thought on arrival that I would 
try my luck to get accommodation again in Newport.  Well, luck was on my side!  The Prince 
Alfred Parade flat was vacant.  It was around this time that I met a rather “Gorgeous Girl” 
who also lived in Prince Alfred Parade, called Suzanne.  Our relationship was sort of “on and 
off”.  I finally persuaded her we should get married and did so 54 years ago in the now 
demolished Uniting Church in Mona Vale.  “The Life Changing Moment of them all!” 

Our first child, Jane was born a few years later and our son, Sam, a few years after that.  In 
1968 we purchased our one and only home on Bilgola Plateau.  We love it and have no 
plans to move. 

That cold winter night in the TAA departure lounge in Melbourne led 
me on a fantastic journey that I would not change for “Quids” 

With my father, Warrant Officer Bill 
Richards – about 1944, holding a 
waffle. 

With a Maasi Chief, Kenya 2007, 
wearing a lion skin ”hat”.  Could have 
done with a bigger lion. 

… Geoff Richards 
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A Cruise That Ended Well 
Club member John Harston and his wife, 
Robyn, sailed out of Ushuaia; known as 
the End of the World on March 4, 2020 
aboard Silverseas ship “Silver Explorer”.  
The 120-passenger ship, with a Finnish 
captain and two Chilean pilots headed 
north among the Fjords of Patagonia 
that were created by the glaciers of the 
last ice age.  This area has a complex 
history of ownership between Chile and 
Argentina and of geological activity.  The 
mighty Andes Mountains are the 
backdrop with a multitude of waterfalls 
and glaciers many reaching to sea level.   

We followed in the wake of many famous explorers such as Magellan, Francis Drake and 
Darwin on “The Beagle” into the area’s famous National Parks – Alberto de Agostini 
leading to the Garibaldi Glacier and Torres del Paine. 

Darwin began to develop his theory of evolution after he met the indigenous Fuegian 
peoples of this area. 

After visiting Punta Arenas we continued north through the fjords and the “English 
Narrows” to Tortel built on the side of the fjord and then to Castro where our adventure 
really began.   

A passenger was diagnosed with COVID-19 and the authorities immediately refused to 
give “Silver Explorer” any port facilities and confined passengers to their cabins.  The ship 
made its way north towards Puerto Montt but went around in circles for 4 days while we 
slept and ate in our cabins and watched too much TV. Late the fourth day the captain 
advised that arrangements were ready for our transfer ashore to connect with air 
transport and for us to immediately pack our bags.   

We dressed for a cold, wet 
landing and only took our 
backpacks and life jackets.  We 
wore masks and gloves once we 
left the cabin. Our 
temperatures were checked 
before boarding the inflatable 
“Zodiacs” which were waiting in 
the pitching waters.  Then 
across the fjord to a large ferry 
that was waiting with its rear 
ramp down ready for the 
Zodiacs.  Passengers climbed 
out, onto the ramp, up onto the 
ferry deck where four large 
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buses were waiting.  We settled into a full seat each while maritime police and armed 
guards paraded around and into the buses. 

At about 11:00pm the ferry sailed up the channel for an hour and then turned into a 
dock.  Buses off and then down a local road where at every 25 metres there were armed 
police and guards with their flashing blue/red lights. A security gate was opened after 
some negotiations and we were on our way again.  It was 12:30am by then and we were 
held in a cold, unfinished terminal building.  At 1:00am we had more temperature checks 
and were told to make our way across the tarmac to waiting planes.  There they were – 
three Latam (the major local airline), new Boeing 787 “Dreamliners” waiting in the mist. 
The Americans got on one; Europeans the second and the third for 17 Australians.  Four 
seats for each passenger and a full complement of cabin staff. 

We landed in Sydney about 10:00am on Thursday March 19th, were soon at the 
terminal, through immigration and customs via a COVID and temperature check.  
Without bags we were quickly into the arrivals area to be greeted by Silverseas 
representatives and small buses to take us home.  Opening our front door again had 
never been so welcome. 

It did not end there, three days later I was declared as “Positive” from a COVID swab but 
Robyn was “Negative”.  Two more weeks of home isolation! 

Quite an Adventure Holiday but not really as expected.  Through it all Silverseas acted 
faultlessly.  A “James Bond” style evacuation in the middle of the night ending on a 
comfortable plane just for us and delivery home to the door.  All at the Company’s 
expense.  

Finally, we received calls from the Silverseas MD and Guest Relations Manager to 
welcome us home and confirm a full refund for the cruise.  Now that is looking after the 
client! 

… John Harston 

Footnote:  John has fully recovered from COVID-19 and has been given the all-clear. 
 

May Birthdays 
Sorry we cannot wish you Happy Birthday in person and see who 
wins the draw for the bottle of wine, but we are thinking of you.  

 

May 1st Warwick Newland                                                               May 5th Colin Sutton 

May 6th George Repin                                                                   May 9th Arthur Napper 

May 10th John Crawford                                                                May 26th John Harston 

   

… Cheers! 
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What in the World! 
With all the advances in technology around the world, much of which is located on 
electronic devices such as mobile phones, iPads, laptops, the cloud, on-line shopping, on-
line banking and joy unbeholden.  Even this Probus Newsletter is communicated to you 
via the internet.  No wonder humanity, especially our young people, think we are 
invincible and in full control!   

But that was before “coronavirus” arrived.   

Coronavirus, you can’t see it.  You can’t smell it.  You can’t poke a stick at it.  And yet it is 
capable of impacting every human being and every nation on the planet.  The streets are 
bare, the only things flying are birds, even the seven seas are free of cruise ships.  For 
something that is invisible (except under a microscope), coronavirus has very cleverly 
and very quickly disrupted the entire world and in some instances with devastating 
effect.   

Not even the worst of terrorism or political dictatorship can come anywhere close to 
what this virus has done.  Our medicos tell us we have had virus pandemics before, but 
we have never had ‘social-distancing’ and ‘self-isolation’ and such a shut-down of the 
community.  All non-essential activities being restricted, including our Probus meetings.  
Is this Mother Nature telling us to take a breather albeit for a moment or two?    

Not to understate the horrific death toll world-wide, 
but talking of medicos, I never knew we had so many 
professors in Australia all specialising in ‘infectious 
diseases’ and all with slightly different views on the 
pandemic.  Also, so many economic experts telling us 
their particular scenario of how and what we have to 
do to come out of this. 

Nonetheless, some of the wise amongst us say we will 
never return to normal, but were we normal before 
coronavirus?  Who knows.  All I know is that after it 
rains the grass will grow, flowers will bloom and rugby 
league will recommence on May 28 (so they tell us!).   

And hopefully, all those other issues will eventually sort 
themselves out. 

Dear Probus members, stay strong, stay safe.  See you at the next Probus meeting at a 
time when we are allowed to gather again. 

… Ron Seldon 
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A Golf Story for Non-Golfers 
Graham Morley, our Club Golf Convenor tells his story which 

happens to be true, but has changed the name of the playing partner. 

A game of golf can mirror life- it has its ups and downs, and this is apart from the shots. 

I qualified to play in the Cock ‘O’ the Walk golf event, in which players compete with 
one another based on their handicaps.   My opponent in my first match play 
competition was against Don - an ex first grade footballer, over 6’ 2’’ tall and all 
muscle. “Good luck” said my wife, as I left for the match and I replied “Just think of it as 
David verses Goliath”, but I didn’t feel confident as he was a very good player. 

We shook hands at the First Tee and wished one another good luck, and I remarked, 
“Strange things can happen in Match Play –and keep an eye on the crows.” 

On the first hole my shot to the green went into the bunker, Don’s appeared to go in 
also, but we found the ball hard up against a tree. ”Talk about, #^+x Bad Luck!” 
He exclaimed, but with an unplayable penalty, lost the hole. 

On the next hole my shot ended up again in a bunker. His went to the back of the green. 
I was just about to play my bunker shot when I heard “#$%^&*- a bird just pecked my 
ear! ”I looked for the culprit expecting to see a magpie-no, a plover-no, all I saw was a 
small grey Noisy Miner(Australian) fluttering around. 

After 10 holes I was still ahead, and he played a wonderful long drive on the par five 
11th hole. The ball however nearly ended up in the small lake known affectionately as 
“The Teardrop”. We both could just see the tiny speck of white next to a red marker 
peg, “It hasn’t gone in!” we chorused. As we walked down the hill onto the fairway, I 
noticed two crows taking a lot of interest in his ball. 

“Don, the CROWS”, I yelled out and he started to run towards them waving his golf 
club. Before he could reach them one of them picked up his ball and waddled several 
metres before dropping it further from the green. The other crow seemed to convey 
that this was not bad enough.  It picked up the ball and carried it to the edge of the lake 
and dropped it into the water! “OH NO” Don cried out 

“Don’t worry   Don “I responded, the rules let you drop another ball where it was 
before, with no penalty.” 

We played on to the 15th tee and I was three holes up, but this was the last hole that I 
had an extra shot advantage on. This hole is very long, the hardest on the course, and 
only the best golfers can get to the green in two shots. Don was next to the green after 
his second shot!  

I had hit three shots and was just short of the green. He chipped onto the green about 3 
metres from the hole, I chipped up to a metre from the hole. We walked onto the green 
and Don prepared to putt. He only had to two putt this green and for me to miss my 
putt, for us to have to continue the match. 

He was just about to putt when the huge black cloud that must have been following us 
burst with heavy rain - that suddenly became HAIL!  

 It drenched our clothing, and covered the whole green with a thick carpet of ice! 
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“What next could possibly happen? ” exclaimed  Don, as he looked with disbelief that 
we might not finish our match.  

We agreed to mark our balls where they lay and wait for the ice to melt and the flood 
of water to stop. 

After a while we returned –he putted, and 
in spite of the surface water, he sank the 
ball with two putts. I felt cold and wet 
and thought “I don’t want to keep 
playing.” I hit the putt – the ball rolled in! 

It was all over and as he congratulated 
me he remarked “I can’t believe how all 
those things could happen?” I replied 
“ Well Don, I may have planted the tree 
that your ball stopped against- I could 
have trained the little bird to peck, and 
the crows to drop the ball into the water, 
but I  couldn’t  make it hail!” 

 The sequel to this story is that on my next 
round of golf I was standing on the 2nd 
Tee when a small grey Noisy Miner bird 
hopped over to me and stood at my feet 
looking up expectantly- so I gave it a 
small morsel of food! 

… Graham Morley 

Charged Up 
Those of you that have a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card would have by now 
received a $750 stimulus payment from the Federal Government and duly spent it as 
instructed by the Prime Minister! 

Whilst on the subject of government 
handouts, there is a NSW State Government 
rebate which may not be widely known.  It is 
the Seniors Energy Rebate which is available 
for eligible independent retirees to help 
cover the cost of their electricity. 

The Seniors Energy Rebate is $200 per 
household, per financial year. 

To be eligible you must: 
 Be a NSW resident. 
 Have a valid Commonwealth Seniors Health Card (the one that got you the $750 

from the Federal Government). 
 Be the primary account holder named on the electricity bill. 
 Be applying for the rebate for your primary place of residence. 

You have to apply for it each year.  It will not come to you! 

The link to apply is https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/transaction/apply-seniors-energy-rebate? 
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ANZAC Day 
One of the casualties of “social distancing” has been the 
cancellation of one of Australia’s sacred events, ANZAC Day.  
Services on the Pittwater Peninsula are always very well attended 
drawing large crowds at each venue in particular children from 
local schools and local sporting clubs marching and participating in 
the ceremonies. 

However, this year, we have had to pay our respects from a 
distance. 

 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old, 
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn, 
At the going down of the sun and in the morning 

We will remember them 
Lest We Forget 

      1914 – 1915 Star 
 

A Lighter Moment! 
 

 

 

 

       Remember, Gamble Drink Responsibly 
 

 

 
 

 

2020 Probus Member Fees 
Probus South Pacific have just advised that due to the COVID-19 pandemic and the need 
to cancel all probus club meetings until further advised by the government, it is reducing 
the capitation fees charged to each club by $3.00 per member. 

Your management committee has decided not to reduce the 2020 club fee of $40.00, on 
the basis that the club did not increase its fees for a number of years despite there being 
increases in capitation fees charged annually by Probus South Pacific. 

The committee trusts that members agree with this decision. 

… Pittwater Probus Management Committee 
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Don’t Try This at Home 

 

Self-Isolating, Stuck Indoors? 

What to do in social isolation:  Number 2 

Visiting Art Galleries 

Social isolation can change our way of life.  Here are some ideas to fill the 
new spaces in our lives that a lockdown can impose on us.  During the time 
when we have no member meetings and get togethers, our newsletter will 

introduce activities that may help fill in any spare time. 

Virtual Art Galleries and Museum tours 
Now has never been a better time to visit your favourite galleries anywhere in the world 
and all without queues or an expensive exit via the gift shop.  

Most of the world’s top galleries have virtual tours and our local galleries also have some 
outstanding cyber visits. In Australia, state gallery images are often in high resolution 
and may even be downloaded where out of copyright.  

Here are just a few examples of galleries where you can while away some time.  

Google Arts & Culture features content from over 2000 leading museums. When the 
Google introduced its Arts & Culture App in 2016 with the Art Projector function, it is 
possible to examine items in extraordinary detail by the using the Art Zoom feature.  

 The Guggenheim museum, New York is as equally 
known for its ground-breaking architecture as it is for 
the artwork that it houses.  

 Rijksmuseum is home to Dutch masters: Vermeer’s 
Milkmaid, Van Gogh’s Self-portrait and Rembrandt’s 
most well-known painting: The Night Watch.  

 The Tate Gallery.  

United Kingdom's national collection of British art, 
and international modern and contemporary art. 
These rooms offer a chronological display of 
Britain’s greatest artists, taken from the collection  

 

 Melbourne Museum has virtual tours of the Phar Lap, dinosaur and First Peoples 
displays.  
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 Guggenheim Museum, Bilbao in Spain is the 
place for Mark Rothco, Jeff Koons and Richard Serra. 
Designed by Canadian American architect Frank 
Gehry, the museum building represents a 
magnificent example of the most ground breaking 
20th-century architecture.  

 

 
In addition to the famous galleries around the world, our local galleries are also in the 
front line of virtual visits.  

 NSW Art Gallery is one of Australia’s leading art 
museums.  It holds significant collections of Australian, 
European and Asian art, and presents nearly 40 
exhibitions annually.  

 

 The National Gallery of Victoria The National Gallery of 
Victoria, popularly known as the NGV, is an art museum 
in Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. Founded in 1861, it is 
Australia's oldest, largest and most visited art museum.  
The NGV has some excellent virtual tours and videos.  

Visit the birthplace of Australian Modernism at Melbourne's 
Heide Museum of Modern Art. Here, works by the young guns 
of Australian art sit alongside a permanent collection featuring 
works by artists Sidney Nolan, Arthur Boyd, Albert Tucker.  

If you have a favourite gallery, just ask Google and quite likely 
you will find a virtual tour. Have fun learning something that will also make or renew 
your connection with art and fill in hours without you noticing.  

 

Staying in Touch 
 

50% of the world’s 
population is now on-line. 

Two-thirds of people own a 
mobile device. 

 

… World Economics 
Forum 2020 
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2020 Club Fees 
The 2020 Pittwater Probus Club Fees 
are due.   

Because of government restrictions, 
Club Members can only pay by direct 
deposit to the Pittwater Probus Bank 
Account 

The Pittwater Probus banking details 
are: 
BSB:    062 211  
Account No:    00900956 

Please ensure you put you name in the Description/Reference Box and state “Fees”. 
 

Office Bearers for 2020 
President Paul Mascall 

 
Activities & Functions 
Officer 

John Porter 
9997 3019 

Vice President John Chubb 
9997 3491 

Newsletter Editor Ron Seldon 
9918 0677 

Secretary Bryan Inch 
0423 379 194 

Speaker Organiser Wes Harder 
9997 3303 

Treasurer David Varley 
9918 7154 

Registrar Trevor Stephens 
9918 2138 

Welfare Officer Geoff Sheppard 
0437 274 074 

Past President  
(Ex-Officio) 

John Porter 
9997 3019 

 


