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Newsletter – July 2020 

Email: probus@pittwater.org.au  Website: www.probus.pittwater.org.au 
 

President’s Message 
Gentlemen, 

Well, here we are again, still looking forward to getting our meetings back on track.  July 
is now out of the question, and August remains a possibility – but it’s hard to tell.  As I 
have said in previous messages, we just have to stay positive and keep looking forward. 

It is good to see that the state of 
New South Wales is gradually 
reducing the restrictions on our 
individual movement and social 
contact.  That said, the 4 square 
metre per person requirement really 
prevents our ‘all sitting near to each 
other’ to enjoy our monthly get-
together.  Be assured that we are 
staying in touch with Mona Vale Golf 
Club so that we can resume our 
normal schedule at the earliest 
opportunity. 

Probably all members are aware of 
the outbreak of mass 
demonstrations, both overseas and 
here, that have highlighted the need 
for us all to respect our fellow 
human beings – regardless of colour 
and background.  There is a lot to be 
grateful for within Probus, where we 
can truly enjoy the Fellowship of our 
members, regardless of diversity of 
background and origin.  The sooner 
we are able to meet up again and enjoy that – the better! 

Finally, it would be appreciated if members would ensure that their annual membership 
payment is paid – even though we have this temporary disruption to our activities. 

Stay Safe and Well! 

…. Paul Mascall, President 
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Bob the Builder 
In the fifth of our series on the amazing lives of our Pittwater Probus 

Members, this month we read the story of Bob the Builder, Bob Anderson. 

I was born in Newcastle and went to Adamstown Primary School where I was School 
Captain and then Newcastle Technical High School where I was selected to be the 
District & High School Cricket Representative.  My specialty was wicket-keeping but 
gained a respectable reputation as a batsman.  My early love of playing sport has stayed 
with me and I continue to enjoy golf, in particular the Probus golf days. 

I had an interest in building from an 
early age and on leaving high school I 
studied for my Diploma before 
proceeding to my Bachelor of 
Engineering in Civil Engineering at the 
University of NSW, which I completed 
in 1964.  As was the custom in those 
days, studies had to run parallel with 
work, and I started my career in the 
building industry in 1957 as a Junior Site 
Engineer with McDonald Constructions.  
I then joined Structural Consultants, 
Rankine & Hill as a Design Engineer. 

At the time of my graduation the 
building industry entered into a period 
of significant advances in construction 
techniques such as pre-cast panels and 
lift slab concepts, all of which I 

embraced throughout my early career.  A feature of the industry at the time was a rapid 
rate of change, and most enterprising building engineers were in demand and I, like 
many others, had the opportunity to work for a number of well-known established 
building companies.  Companies such as Jennings Industries (now Fletcher Construction), 
first as Divisional Engineer rising to NSW Manager, a post I held for ten years.  My next 
challenge was with Graham Evans & Co. 
assisting with the restructuring of their 
NSW building operations.   

In 1986, I joined Barclay Bros, which 
became Barclay Mowlem, reporting to the 
Southern Zone General Manager for the 
budgeting, procurement, construction and 
finalisation of projects aggregating around 
$50 million turnover per annum.  I was 
appointed Director to the Barclay Bros 
(NSW) Board in 1987 taking on the role of 
Manager Southern Zone Building Division. 

The 1990s was a busy period for me, 
working for a number of industry service 



www.probus.pittwater.org.au   Private and Confidential for Pittwater Probus use 
                   only and is not to be used for any other purpose. 

companies and consultants, providing advice on major building projects throughout 
NSW, together with regular appearances in Court as an expert witness.  

I have always enjoyed a hands-on style of management with my construction teams and 
made it a rule to escape the office on a regular basis to have a good chat with the guys 
on site.  The 1980s were a time of increasing industrial unrest on construction sites.  
Through my close contact with the teams on the ground, I worked hard to gain the 
respect of my peers and that included the trade unions.  This was essential in those days 
as the negotiations with the unions were always robust requiring firmness and patience. 

During this time, because of my standing within the trade unions, I became a senior 
delegate representing the Master Builders Association focusing on industrial relations. 

I have been retired for fifteen years and 
recently received my OBE (Over Bloody Eighty).  
My wife, Anne, and I enjoy overseas cruising but 
like everyone else have been restricted this 
year.  Together, we have worked our way 
undertaking substantial house renovations from 
leafy Lindfield, Narrabeen, Mona Vale, Newport 
to now, just as leafy Avalon.  We are both 
available to provide advice on the best 
restaurants, watering holes, ice cream parlors 
and florists from Narrabeen to Palm Beach! 

I enjoy my times with Probus and have the 
distinct record of organising four consecutive 
Probus barbeques to be cancelled because of 
inclement weather whilst large areas of 

Australia were in the middle of a severe drought! 

My golfing ability has provided two “hole-in-ones” over the years.  I am still working on 
the third!  Maybe with the Probus golfers. 

Anne and I continue to enjoy spending as much time as we can with the grandkids in 
Newport and Guernsey in the Channel Islands.  

…. Bob Anderson 
 

July Birthdays 
Sorry we cannot wish you Happy Birthday in person and see who 
wins the draw for the bottle of wine, but we are thinking of you.  

 

July 2nd Geoff Richards                                                               July 9th Peter Walsh   

July 26th John Collins                                                                   July 28th Ian Storey 

                                                                 

                                                      … Cheers! 
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Barefoot in the Paddock 
This is a gem of a story by Roly Jeffrey about the early days of Newport.  

Roly was a long-term member of Pittwater Probus and Speaker’s 
Coordinator in the mid-1990s.  

Roly delivers a wonderful picture of life in the 1920s. 

My father worked for Fiat Motors in England but was transferred to Sydney in 1920 when 
I was fifteen months old. 

After several years working as Fiat’s Manager with a twelve-hour day, seven days a 
week, his doctor advised him to take a break and have six weeks by the sea.  Dad took his 
advice so thoroughly that he never returned to Fiat, but settled in Newport in 1923 and 
set up as a Real Estate Agent. 

As Newport at that time had only 110 residents this was a risky choice of business and 
after two months Dad was about to pack it in when a bloke came down the hill on a 
motorbike and bought a block of land .... and we stayed. 

 
Looking down Newport Hill from the corner of Beaconsfield Street 

Newport in those days was an ideal place for kids – it was one great big paddock with a 
swamp running through the centre.  The present Bowling Club site was half in the 
swamp!  The small village, centred upon a General Store, was located near the Pub and 
surrounded by scattered properties. 

I went to Newport school, which had two teachers for the thirty children in classes 1 - 6.  I 
never wore shoes at home or school until I went to high school. 

My mother was French, but had been born in Argentine and in my childhood I spoke 
French fluently.  At school, I was often rubbished because of my French pronunciation of 
English words.  My mother had met Dad when on a visit to London from her home in 
France.  In later years I often asked her “However did you put up with Newport, Mum?” 
and she answered “I was free.”  Yet being free meant no lights, no gas, and tank water to 
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drink.  My Dad’s weekly duty on Saturdays was to empty the sanitary tin up the 
backyard! 

We didn’t get electricity until I was eleven, in 1930, and water mains were only put 
through by relief workers during the depression. 

The paddocks at Newport were very lush, and a farmer from Mona Vale used to bring his 
herd of beef cattle to graze there, on our direct route to school.  We learnt by experience 
that to avoid attack by one particular bull, we should be careful never to wear anything 
red! 

When the time came to go to high school (wearing my first shoes), it meant travelling 
daily to Manly.  This was a long day for a twelve year old – the private bus to Narrabeen, 
run by two ex-diggers, left at 8 a.m. and connected with the tram to Manly.  We were 
allowed to be a quarter of an hour late for school because we were “country kids!”  
Coming home I did all my homework in the Narrabeen tramshed because I had a one and 
a half hour wait for the bus, which only ran every two hours.  I got home every day well 
after 5 p.m.  Some of the Newport children never got to high school at all, because their 
parents couldn’t afford the fares. 

I used to walk from Newport to Bayview to watch the local blacksmith, who worked in his 
shop at the corner of Pittwater and Cabbage Tree Roads, fascinated to see how he put 
iron tyres on sulky wheels.  The blacksmith lived into his nineties, and told me he was 
born at the Basin.  When he turned fourteen, he was given the responsibility of taking his 
twelve year old brother to collect the week’s supply of rations for his family.  The two 
boys, each with a sugar-bag, left at 4 a.m., rowed across Pittwater to land where 
Pittwater High School is now, and walked through the scrub to catch the boat from 
Manly to Sydney.  There they got the bags filled, and retraced their steps, getting back 
home at 3 a.m. – a 23-hour day every Saturday! 

The blacksmith had fingers as thick as my wrist – yet his hobby was needlework, and he 
won countless prizes at the Brookvale Show for his table-centres and other work.  He was 
a fine man and the worst language I ever heard from him was an occasional “damn!” 

I had a free and interesting childhood.  Social activities in those days were nil, so we 
made our own amusements, such as home-made billycarts, with my sister in a trailer – 
finishing one run down the Newport hill in the deep, waterfilled ditch at the roadside. 

 
The original Newport Surf Club opened in 1933 
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In my teen years I learnt to play the saxophone, and when dances were commenced in 
the late 1930’s at the Newport Surf Club, I used to approach the band’s sax player and 
suggest he might like to have a dance with his girl while I took over to play a few 
brackets.  I joined the Surf Club of course, and was a member of the Boat Crew for five 
years. 

On leaving high school during the depression I had wanted to be a mechanic, but got my 
first job with a Mr. Woods, who had a bicycle shop in Bathurst Street, and workshops in 
Wentworth Avenue (Bennett & Woods).  They put me in the Battery room – talk about 
child labour! 

I obtained other jobs with York Motors and Goodyear Tyres, but employment was far 
from secure in those years and I finally came to help my Dad in his Real Estate office, 
which he had built in 1929 on the site where the Newport Mobil petrol station now is – 
but then I hated office work! 

About that time, a new cottage was being built in Foamcrest Avenue, and I heard that 
the chap in charge was looking for a boy, so I went to see him.  He said “Can you read a 
rule, and saw a straight line?”  “Oh yes!” I said, and got the job at the Award rate of 
twenty-five bob a week.  Then he said “If you’re worth more, I’ll give it you.” and I got 
27/6 the second week and 30/- at the end of the third! 

I had found out what I wanted to be!  Subsequently, I was apprenticed to another builder 
and got sent to Collarenebri in norther New South Wales in midsummer when it was 120 
F in the shade! 

After the war I set up on my own as a builder, and have only been out of work for one 
week from then until I retired .… but that is another story!              

  .… Roly Jeffrey    
 

2020 Club Fees 
Quite a number of members have not paid their 
$40 2020 Probus Club Fees which are now well 
overdue.   

Because of government restrictions, members 
can only pay by direct deposit to the Pittwater 
Probus Bank Account.  Please make the effort 
to pay as soon as possible. 

The Pittwater Probus banking details are: 
BSB:    062 211  
Account No:    00900956 

Please ensure you put you name in the 
Description/Reference Box and state “Fees”. 
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A New Wine for Seniors 

 
California vintners in the Napa Valley area, which primarily 
produces Pinot Blanc, Pinot Noir and Pinot Grigio wines, have 
developed a new hybrid grape that acts as an anti-diuretic.  It is 
expected to reduce the number of trips older people have to 
make to the bathroom during the night. 

The new wine will be marketed as “Pino More”. 
 

What is the National Guard? 
With all the troubling civil unrest going on in the USA and elsewhere in the world over 
the past month, there is much mention of US President Donald Trump deploying the 
“National Guard” into many cities and states where authorities had not, as he sees it, 
taken necessary actions to quell violent protests.  However, it has been reported that Mr 
Trump may not have the constitutional right to call out the National Guard. 
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Katrina Manson, a US political writer, advises that the origins of the National Guard 
emerged from the militia regiments of the 1630s, that later defeated the British, is a 
military reserve force of 450,000 personnel.  The majority of them are civilians 
contributing to the force on a part-time basis. 

Manson advises Mr Trump could decide to federalise the guard and deploy its full-time 
military personnel across the country directly.  However, an 1878 law named “Posse 
Comitatus” stipulates federal troops cannot be deployed to home soil to act against US 
citizens.  This means that while the National Guard troops working under state 
authorities have the right to support law enforcement, those working under federal 
order – known as “Title10” - do not. 

Nevertheless, the 1807 Insurrection Act allows federal troops to be deployed to 
suppress lawlessness, insurrection and rebellion.  Invoking that act could allow Mr 
Trump to call out not only the National Guard but also the regular military – most likely 
the military police – and send them wherever he wanted.  Mr Trump might be able to 
impose troops even if local and state authorities objected, citing protection of citizen’s 
rights.  

All a bit confusing. 

One point, though, is that police officers are (supposedly) trained to look at civilians and 
see each one as a citizen with constitutional rights that must be respected.  Soldiers, on 
the other hand, are trained to see civilians as a potential threat. 

... Ron Seldon 

 

Don’t Try This at Home 
 

 

TED is a non-profit platform devoted to spreading 
ideas, usually in the form of short, powerful talks (18 
minutes or less). TED began in 1984 as a conference 
where Technology, Entertainment and Design 
converged. 

Self isolating, stuck indoors? 
 

What to do in social isolation 
 Number 4:   TED 

 

Social isolation can change our way of life. Here are some ideas 
to fill the new spaces in our lives that a lockdown can impose on 
us. During the time when we have no member meetings and get 
togethers, our newsletter will introduce activities that may help 

fill any new spare time. 
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The purpose of TED Talks is told in its motto itself, being “Ideas worth spreading”. 
Therefore, its purpose is to spread ideas and inspire and motivate its audience. TED 
talks are held on various disciplines like science, education, history, environmental issues, 
productivity tips, business, technology, etc. 

All videos on the site are absolutely free. TED talks are limited to a maximum length of 18 
minutes but may be on any topic. 

The first TED conference was in 1984; the conference has been held annually since 1990. 
Over the years, presenters of TED talks have included Al Gore, Bill Clinton, Bill Gates, Bono, 
Jane Goodall, Malcolm Gladwell, Gordon Brown, Richard Dawkins, Mike Rowe, Larry Page, 
Sergey Brin and Vint Cerf. 

Here is one of the all-time favourite 
TED Talks with over 65 million views. 

Sir Ken Robinson makes an 
entertaining and profoundly moving 
case for creating an education system 
that nurtures (rather than 
undermines) creativity. 

'If you're not prepared to be wrong, 
you'll never come up with anything 

original.’ 

‘Creativity is as important as literacy.’ 

            View this Ken Robinson video here 

TED also has a group for educators and a group for students and parents at home. 

TED-Ed is working with expert educators and TED speakers. 

TED-Ed@Home: free daily lessons, activities and challenges to support students, parents 
and teachers. 

Keep enjoying the world from your favourite chair. 
… Michael Mannington 

 

To all the Accountants in the Club 
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We’re Getting the Band Back-Together! 
 

 

In the first step to recommence Pittwater Probus activities, our 
intrepid golfers recently braced a cold winter’s morning on 

Palm Beach Golf Course. 

And in true tradition celebrated the mornings efforts by 
enjoying a “fish & chips” lunch at Club Palm Beach.  

The “treasured” Probus golfing trophy was won by Bill Sherman on the day. 
Bob Anderson was runner-up. 

Why not join the group at Palm Beach 10 am on Friday 
July 17 as a sign to send COVID-19 on its way! 

… Graham Morley 

Footnote:  Although the social distancing was a little lacking in the above photo, 
please be assured it was well practiced on the golf course and at lunch. 

 

Office Bearers for 2020 
President Paul Mascall 

0415 920 287 
Activities & Functions 
Officer 

John Porter 
9997 3019 

Vice President John Chubb 
9997 3491 

Newsletter Editor Ron Seldon 
9918 0677 

Secretary Bryan Inch 
0423 379 194 

Speaker Organiser Wes Harder 
9997 3303 

Treasurer David Varley 
9918 7154 

Registrar Trevor Stephens 
9918 2138 

Welfare Officer Geoff Sheppard 
0437 274 074 

Past President  
(Ex-Officio) 

John Porter 
9997 3019 

Golf Convenor Graham Morley 
04072 172 248 

  

 


